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An apprentice puppeteer joins his friends at their theater to investigate a mysterious bandit.Who
is the man called Saburo, the mysterious bandit who robs the rich and helps the poor of the
Japanese city of Osaka? And what is his connection with the Hanaza, the puppet theater run by
the harsh master of Yoshida? Young Jiro, an apprentice puppeteer, is determined to find out
even though this could be very dangerous.Meanwhile, Jiro must devote himself to learning his
magnificent art. The sympathetic blind chanter, Okada, and the master’s son, Kinshi, help him.
Then their sheltered life at the theater, where the members live and work, is suddenly disrupted
by rioting night rovers. Finally, the seething world of the street collides with the make-believe
world of the puppet theater in an unforgettable climax.Winner of the National Book Award for
Children's Literature, The Master Puppeteer is a classic adventure novel from the brilliant
Katherine Paterson, author of such beloved books as Jacob Have I Loved and Bridge to
Terabithia.

"Excellent wrting and irresistible intrigue." (Starred review)--" School Library Journal"A brilliant
novel. Compelling drama, swift and exciting."--" Publishers WeeklyFrom the Back CoverWho is
the man called Sabura, the mysterious bandit who robs the rich and helps the poor? And what is
his connection with Yosida, the harsh and ill- tempered master of feudal Japan's most famous
puppet theater? Young Jiro, an apprentice to Yosida, is determined to find out, even at risk to his
own life.Meamwhile, Jiro devotes himself to learning puppetry. Kinshi, the puppet master's son,
tutors him. When his sheltered life at the theater is shattered by mobs of hungry, rioting
peasants, Jiro becomes aware of responsibilities greater that his craft. As he schemes to help
his friend Kinshi and to find his own parent, Jiro stumbles onto a dangerous and powerful
secret....About the AuthorKatherine Paterson is one of the world’s most celebrated and beloved
authors. Among her many awards are two Newberys and two National Book Awards, and she
was recently named a "Living Legend” by the Library of Congress. She has been published in
more than 22 languages in a variety of formats, from picture books to historical novels.Read
more
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EJM, “Modern classic. Our homeschool group has used this book as part of our Japan unit for
grades 6-8. (High schoolers would enjoy it as well.) Well-written historical fiction is a marvelous
way for students to learn history. The author of The Master Puppeteer has obviously done quite
a bit of homework about this period of history, Japan in the 1700s. The story line is a mystery
that involves the secret identity of a Robinhood-like character who is attempting to aid the poor
citizens who are being starved by the greed of rich businessmen, a truth to life societal problem
in this era. The characters in the story all have some connection with a Bunraku theater group,
so you also learn about this unique art form. The picture on the cover does not accurately reflect
this type of theater. The actors, dressed all in black, hold almost life-size puppets. A musician
and narrator tell the stories while the puppeteers manipulate the puppets. The main character is
a boy who comes into the theater as the lowest level apprentice. After years of study,
puppeteers hope to someday become a "master puppeteer" who holds the head and right arm
of the puppet. We meet the other members of the theater group as the story progresses, and
see them interact as people would have in that era. Heads up-- this era is not our own modern
era, so the characters won't act exact;y like modern kids and the adults might have different
values than adults today. (For example, the boys drink wine one evening to celebrate, and this
was perfectly acceptable in that society. You can discuss with your students the differences
between that societal values then and now, and why those changes occurred.) The main
character (a boy about 12 years old) accidentally discovers the identity of this Japaneses
Robinhood and is thus an interesting power struggle ensues. This book does not shy away from
the reality of life in the 1700s, with starvation and violence being part of daily life, but doesn't go
into any graphic descriptions that are unsuitable for teen readers. It is an exceptionally well
written book, the kind you have trouble putting down once you get started. You feel like you have
taken a time machine back into old Japan and are able to walk around in the past.”

Justicepirate, “He makes a good friend named Kinshi. I read this to my sons. There were a lot of
characters to follow, but the main ones were Jiro, a son of a puppet maker, who wants to be a
puppeteer (and also survive after his family has suffered from starvation). He makes a good
friend named Kinshi, the son of the head puppeteer.There is a known samurai out on the run
Saburo who is like a Robin Hood. He has been causing a large stir in Osaka. Jiro starts to learn
his new trade with others while he begins to uncover more and more of what is going around in
town.This was an interesting story, indeed. I believe the author did a lot of research before
actually writing this, because it is pieced together and done well in regards to the culture of that
time.My sons however, felt this story was so sad. they liked it, but didn't want such a sad story. I
didn't feel it was as sad as they thought, but it had a few sad aspects.”

Tae Kim, “Must read!. A great one that is full of surprises and shows great examples of friendship



at times. Unlike some other books with hard vocabulary, this one is mostly filled with easy to
understand vocabulary. There would be some vocabulary that most people wouldn't know well
because of the Japanese setting. I like the plot of this book for many reasons, but mostly
because it is just a great book is general because of the story, not the morals or other things.
Long story short, I enjoyed this book very much.”

fluffnstuff, “VERY USEFUL STUDY GUIDE. Bought this to use for homeschooling. Has
synopsis, background story information, Japan map from time period, glossary, pre-reading
activities, chapter questions, crossword puzzles with words and definitions, literary elements
and devices, vocabulary, venn diagrams, cloze activity, post reading activities and suggestions
for further reading. In typical black and white style assignments. No pictures except for one
map.  Very happy with purchase.”

Sandra Duncan, “Intriguing mystery. I enjoy this author, so I was interested in reading this book
as well as the others I have enjoyed. It is an interesting way to learn of Japanese history and
culture; the mystery was well written with many twists, turns, and of course, surprising
revelations.  I think young mystery readers may enjoy this book.”

KRH, “Culture and fiction in a great story.. Throughly enjoyed by all. Used as a read aloud for 5th
grade homeschool. The story was rich in Japanese culture from a young person’s perspective.”

K. A. Evans, “Sixth grade son enjoyed it.. I'm always trying to keep a good supply of entertaining
and worthwhile books for my well-read 11-year old. He said that he learned a bit about Japan
and thoroughly enjoyed the story of The Master Puppeteer.”

The book by Raymond L. Rickman has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 67 people have provided
feedback.
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